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Spring Has Sprung

A late winter hasn’t frozen Comets in competition

Softball team in the
thick of GMC race

By DuNcAN FISCHLEY
Staff Writer

After dropping a 1-0 heartbreaker to Lakota
East, the Comets bounced back by dumping
Sycamore, 14-6 on Wednesday, April 23. With
the win the Comets pushed their GMC record
to 9-3. Comet softball coach Brian Castner
admits that the early season success is due
in large part to team chemistry.

"We have a great group of girls; they
have all really grown together,"
Castner said. "We just need to put
all of the pieces together; our
line up needs to start and play
consistently. Our seniors have
really stepped it up and have
become great leaders for the
rest of the team."”

The Comets
have had little
trouble adjust-
ing to the deep talent pool offered by the GMC.

"The GMC is filled with a lot of good teams
[including] Fairfield, Hamilton, and Lakota
West," Castner said. But our toughest competi-
tion is ourselves; just facing ourselves is a
tough challenge."

If the Comets are to make another strong post
season run they will have to continue to swing
the bats with consistency.

“We’ve done a good job making contact with
ball; there are times in a game where we are the
best hitting team in Cincinnati," Castner said.
We also put a lot of pressure on the other
teams. We have let up on them especially
because of our great hitting."

Volleyball team off to
winning start

By JEREMY POWERS
Staff Writer

The Mason High School men's volleyball

team has been off to a hot start, currently hold-
ing a 11-3 record overall and 3-2 in Greater
Miami Conference play. Despite their success,
off a signature win over one of the top teams in
the Cincinnati area.
"We really have not had that great of a high-
said. "Hopefully we
| can knock off one
| # of the top ranked
schedule.”
@’ The Comets
have been beating
expected to this sea-
son.

"We are going to
hopefully make some
noise in the upcom-
ing tournament,”

According to
Melnick, the second
half of the season
thanks to four key
seniors and a sur-
prising sopho-
\ "Seniors Brian
\ Norri,s Jordan
\ Heatherly,

their head coach still hopes his team can pull
light this season," Head_ Coach Paul Melnick
teams left on our
the teams they are
keep improving and
Melnick said.
looks promising
more.
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Brandon Mason and Sophomore Andrew Grage
have been leading the team and playing pretty
consistent this season,” Melnick said.

Women'’s lacrosse facing
top competition

BY DUNCAN FISCHLEY
Staff Writer

Despite some early season setbacks
the women’s lacrosse team is opti-
mistic as the second half of the
season approaches. According
to stand-out junior Kristen
Wood, the team has
improved tremendously
from last season.

“We have improved a lot
from last year; we won
against Mariemont, which
has always been really

good,” Wood said.
‘ Still a relatively young

program, the women’s
lacrosse team isn’t shying away from top level
competition.
“We keep going up against tough teams, like
this New Trier from Illinois that won state,”
Wood said.

“Our five losses are from very highly ranked
teams including New Trier ranked number one
in Illinois, and Denver East, which is ranked
number eight in Colorado,” Head Coach Paul
Limpert said. “We are going against a high
level of competition and competing well
against it.”

Local rival Sycamore, the defending state
champion, is among the local teams that
Limpert and his squad had circled on their
schedule as a measuring stick for how far the
program has come.

“The toughest team we will face is
Sycamore,” Limpert said. “Sycamore is unde-
feated and is the number one team in Ohio.
Sycamore has been rolling over everyone and
no one has been close yet.,” Limpert said. “We
tried our best and we gave them a tough game,
but in the end we lost 17-8.”

As the team continues to improve, Limpert is
excited for the post season.

"The team has progressed beyond my expec-
tations; they have worked hard and have a lot
to show for it,” Limpert said. If they continue
at this pace there is no telling how far they can
go when the state tournament starts in May.”

Early season success for
men’s track team

By DREw ALLEN
Sports Editor

After finishing second at districts and
18th at regionals in 2007, the men’s
track team is determined to contin-
ue climbing the ladder.

They return five individual
regional qualifiers and three
members of their 4x400 relay
team.

2008 thus far has been off to a suc-
cessful start. At their first meet of the
season in Peachtree City, Georgia,
the team claimed second place against
a competitive field that featured teams
from all over the country.

They followed that performance up
with a third place finish at the Lebanon
relays. The following day they placed
sixth at the Wildcat Premier in Columbus,
where they faced teams from all over the
state. In their own Comet relays on April
19, the team claimed third place.

At the Coaches Classic, an annu-
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al match up of Cincinnati area-

teams, the team finished a close sec-
ond to LaSalle. Their performance was
buoyed mainly by their relay teams. The
4x800 relay claimed a title, and
their other three relay teams
placed within the top four of
the tournament field.
Sophomore Taylor Celestin
also placed third in the 300 and
110 meter hurdles, while
Brendan Caprio claimed a title in
the 800 meter run.

Comet baseball
team has work to
do

By JEREMY POWERS
Staff Writer

After suffering a disappointing and embarras-
ing 11-0 lose to Lakota West on April 22, the
Comets nearly shocked the nationally ranked
West squad before falling 3-2 the following
night. Despite the loss the Comets are still let-
ting the GMC know they’re a team that’s going
to compete in this always deep conference.

The Comets, ranked eighth in the most recent
Enquirer coaches' poll, have overcome a lot of
doubt that surrounded the team before the sea-
son kicked off.

“Even though we are off to a good start this
season many people still don't believe that we
are as good as we have shown," senior outfield-
er Josh Stolz said. "We need to keep playing
well and prove them wrong."

Stolz is one of several Comets that rank atop a
statistical category so far this season. Stolz is
currently tied for second in runs batted in (RBI)
with 18. Senior Bryan Apking and Junior
Destul Huff are tied for second with three
homeruns. Senior Grant Lewis also tied for
second with three wins as a starting pitcher.

Sporting a solid 8-4 record in the conference
the Comets hope to avoid the same fate that fell
on the team in last year’s state tournament.

"We did not make it far in the tournament last
year and had an unfortunate early exit," Stolz
said. "This year we are capable of making an
upset, so if we can string a few together we can
go far."

Men’s Lacrosse

By DUNCAN FISCHLEY
Staff Writer

If men’s lacrosse coach Randy Hubbard gets a
little defensive, you can’t blame him. The
Comet coach likes it that way. After blanking

Lakota East 17-0, on April 18 to push their

record to 5-1, its been defense that’s keyed the

Comets, outscoring opponents 80-17.
“The season has gone really well so far;
the team has been playing tough,"

Hubbard said. “We have Scott Spencer
who is the number three goalie in the
city and Taylor Craig has really stepped
up and is helping to lead the team.”

" Even though the team has experienced
early season success, Hubbard knows

there are some tough teams looming for the
upstart Comets.

“Sycamore and Moeller will be the toughest
teams we will face,” Hubbard said. “Both are
ranked high in the city.”
Hubbard is pleased with the team’s progress
but insists that in order to beat these top
tiered teams they will have to refine their
skills.
“We have gotten much better at handling
our sticks; we have gone six min-
utes without dropping the ball,"
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Hubbard said.
“But we really
need to work on stay-
ing focused. We have had

& trouble getting overexcited then

losing to teams we should have
won against.”

Women'’s

,

T
track
tops in city

By DREw ALLEN
Sports Editor

Since winning the regional title in 2007, the
Women’s track team has ascended to the top of
the city rankings yet again.

They solidified their rankings by claiming
victories at the annual citywide Coaches
Classic, the Hilliard Davidson Wildcat Premier,
the Lebanon relays and a second place finish at
the Starr’s Panther relays in Georgia.

“I think our effort in Georgia was very good
considering it was their seventh meet and our
first,” Head coach Tony Affatato said. “Coaches
Classic was a great effort and showed we are
quite balanced between distance, sprint and
field events.”

The team’s title in the classic was boosted by
individual titles from Rachel Harley in the 100
and 300 meter hurdles, and Lindsey Ossim in
the discus throw. Several other runners and
field events finished in the top five. However,
despite early season success, the team is still
concentrating on one thing.

“I think we are focused on only one goal; a
[Greater Miami Cnference] championship,”
Affatato said.

Men’s tennis stands atop
Conference

By JEREMY POWERS
Staff Writer

The Mason High School men's tennis team
has started off the 2008 season with a bang,
winning eight of their first nine matches in
route to a current 6-0 Greater Miami
Conference record and 10-2 overall.

Four seniors make up the five man starting
rotation for the Comets, all having two or more
years of varsity experience.

"With four returning seniors to the starting
lineup, we have leadership and a high-level of
experience at playing at this level," Head
Coach Linda Kirtley said. "Most of these sen-
iors have played Varsity A all four years."

Senior Chris Hall, who holds the reigns at first
singles, is carrying a 3-2 record in the confer-
ence and is 7-3 overall. Senior Bobby Eberhard
also holds a 3-1record in conference play. The
first doubles team, consisting of Seniors Brain
Caprio and junior Naeem Shahrestani, also
stand at 3-0 in GMC play and are heading
towards expectations so far this season by the
Comets, which includes heading towards lofty
expectations.

"Our goals for this season is to win the GMC
conference, compete in the A flight of the
Coaches Classic tournament, and take home
some trophies,"” said Kirtley. "Finally, our post-
season goals are to win in sectionals and dis-
tricts and go to the state championship."



